Miller/English 9H

READING CLOSELY FOR TEXTUAL DETAILS WORKSHEET
Your goal: To read the stories for meaning while also attending to their craft.

When reading and analyzing a literary work (as with any text), you, as the reader, look at details that are related to comprehending the text, finding meaning, and understanding the author’s perspective. 
However, a skillful reader of a literary work also pays attention to what authors do – the language, elements, devices, and techniques they use, and the choices they make that influence a reader’s experience with and understanding of the literary work – the craft of writing. 
Ask yourself the following questions as you read:

1. What specific aspect(s) of the author’s craft am I focusing on? (Through what lense(s) will I focus my reading?)

2. What choices do I notice the author making, and what techniques do I see the author using? What textual details do I find as evidence of those choices and techniques?

3. How do the author’s choices and techniques influence my reading of the work and the meaning that emerges for me? How can I prove my claims about meaning with specific textual evidence?
Take notes on the worksheet to determine which elements and devices of the story you will target:

Some examples: 
Character development (exposition, description, internal conflict, evolution):

Whose story is it? How do we come to know its characters (exposition)? What internal conflicts do they seem to face? What details suggest how/why they change (or don't)? How does characterization influence our reading and understanding of the story?

Focus of narration (narrative point of view, narrator’s voice):

Who tells the story? What do details and language reveal about the point of view of its narrator? How might we characterize the narrator’s “voice”? Does the narrative point of view shift at all during the story? How does the point of view of story affect characterization of characters and relationships?
Narrative structure (use of time, flashback, foreshadowing):

How is the narrative structured? How does it unfold in time – chronologically or not? What details stand out in the sequence of the plot? What effects do those details - and the order and ways in which they are presented - have on our reading and understanding of the narrative?
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Story:                                               Author:                                                      Point of View: 

CHARACTER
	Characters
	Traits of character

(Mental, physical, emotional, psychological, spiritual)
	Method of Characterization

{1}physical appearance, {2}character’s speech thoughts, feelings and actions

{3}other character’s speech, thoughts, feelings & actions

{4}narrator’s direct comments
	Prove it!  

Cite page #, give examples and quotes.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


SETTING (part of the exposition)
	Element
	Details

	Prove it!  

Cite page #, give examples and quotes.

	Time & Place
	
	

	Culture/Mood
	
	


PLOT
	Key Conflicts


	Internal:


	Evidence:


	
	External:


	Evidence:

	Climax


	
	

	Resolution


	
	


THEMATIC STATEMENT (Meaning)
	Possible Thematic concepts
	Evidence
Cite page #, give examples and quotes.
	Thematic Statement:

	
	
	

	
	
	


AUTHOR’S CRAFT

	Literary Tools (that  are significant to the story) 
	How does the author use it to create meaning? 
	Prove it!  

Cite page #, give examples and quotes.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Claim: This is a worksheet, so you may make a couple of claims.  Eventually, you will choose one. 
